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EXODUS HOME
de Simp|e

Joy@Joysimpkicom

anougn this project, Exodus Home, Joy Simp|e uses se|f-poriroi+ure, archival images, scu|piuro| installations
and co||oge to exp|ore the issues of migration and home. Pnoiogropns of domestic and ogricu|+uro| spaces in
\/irginio, specifico”y Prince Edward Couniy, disp|0\/ spaces which were occupied and or abandoned during
the period of the Great Migroiion, which occurred between 1916-1970, when six million peop|e escoped
violent persecution in the south and arrived in northern, midwestern, and western cities across the United

States.

An exodus of Black peop|e pou red out of the south and into the me’rropo|iions which are now marred by
bru+o|i+y upon these migroni's descendants. Moving has become a cyde, a frontier for the possibi|iiy of
home, and the boundaries of that imagination are as endless as its oppositions. These nopei(u| ideas rest in
the hallowed wood of old barns, in the memory ingroined into a body, in the Jrnings we create to mark our
existence, and the late nignis spent pondering, staring into the ocean of stars on a muggy nigni, somewhere

not good, and imagining if on|y for a second you could leave it all behind.

This projeci was inspired by W .E.B Dubois Wno, during his research for The Pni|ode|pnio Negro, heard of
Farmville, \/irginio and created a e’rnnogropnic and socio|ogico| siudy of a p|oce gripping with the social,
economic, and po|i+ico| moment at the end of the 19th centfury, the precursor to the Great Migroiioni He
titled this work, "The Negroes of Farmville, Virginia: a social study". This body of work is a testament to
these ancestors who fled the South for nopes of a safe haven, and it is for their descendants who

confinue that s’rrugg|e ’rodoy.

Jay Simple is a visual artist from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He is currently a AICAD Fellow ot Parsons
School of Design. Working through photography, video, sculpture, performance and large-scale installations,
Simp|e examines historical and contemporary idenii’ry po|iiics within the culture of (neo)colonial North
America. He is also the founder of The Photographer's Green Book, a resource for equity, diversity, and
inclusion within the photographic community. He holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography from
Columbia College Chicago, a Master of Liberal Art from the University of Pennsylvania, and o Master of
Fine Arts in Photography from the Rhode Island School of Design. He has had recent solo exhibitions at
Hampden Sydney College(2019) and Longwood University (2019), and group exhibitions at Silver Eye
Center for Photography (2021) Tilt Institute of the Contemporary Image(2021), Candela Books
Gallery(2020), Jamestown Art Center(2018), and Clampart(2018).
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Red Summer: Chicago, 1919
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Packing the Necessities
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Arrival at Departure
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Bedroom
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Group of Florida migrants o their way to Cranberry,

New Jersey, to pick potatoes. Near Shawboro,
North Carolina 1940 July.
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Under Construction

9



RWJ: Summoning Flight: Navigating Black Mythology, Flight, and Acts of Refusal
Simple

8 Tracks and None of Them Good #2
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The Longest Ride
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A Greyhound Bus from Lousville to Kentucky to
Memphis, Tennessee, and the terminals
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Move, Daniel
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Loving v Virginia
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Ascension
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Red Summer,
Birmingham 1963
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What Lies Beneath
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‘THE DADDY OF THEM ALL

8 Tracks and None of
Them Good #4
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Untititled
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Just MOVE,
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Red Summer: Isaac
Woodard Jr, 1946
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SWEETEST GIRL IN DIXIE
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The woman who toils

and drudges, bends and

rubs, worries and scrubs

B e

8 Tracks and None of
Them Good #1

Simple
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Stewing
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Red Summer. Chicago, 1919 Archiv menl print,
acrylic medium, 24k gold leal, 2020

Packing the Necessilies Archival Pi rn.ei-'n Print, 2020

Group of Flonda migrants on their way 1o Cranberry,
New Jersey, 0 pick potatoes. Near Shawboro, North
Carolina 1940 July. Archival image from the Library of
Congress, 2020

The Longest Ride (Farmville Virginia Closes Public
Schools for 5 Years) Vintage school bus seat, pencils,
bartwwire, 24k gold leaf, archival pigment prints
8 Tracks and Mone of Them Good #2 8 Track player, 8 archival images from Davis v. Count,
Track, archival prints, posicards, 24k gold leal Prince Edward County,

- Loving v Virginia Faux feathers, aluminum, plastic
y = 5 rope, tar, pholo-transfer, archival pholograph, ribbon,
Move, Danial Archival Pigment Print, 2019 acrylic, wood, 2019

Simple

A Greyhound bus trip from Loussville, Kentucky, to

Memphis, Tennessee, and the terminals. Waiting for
hool Board of the bus at the Memphis terminal, 1943, Archival image

from the Library of Congress

Ascension Archival Pigment Print, 2019
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Untitied Archival Pigment Print, 2019
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Just MOVE (May 13, 1985) Suilcase, archival pigment Stewing Archival Pigment Print, 2019

8 Tracks and None of Them Good #1 B-track archival Red Summer: Isaac Woodard Jr, 1946 Archival
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